
Inspection of Priory View Pre-School
Church of the Nazarene, Mayfield Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH9 1TF

Inspection date: 4 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show high levels of confidence as they move around the welcoming and 
well-resourced natural learning environment. Staff follow the 'curiosity approach' to 
develop an effective curriculum that adapts to individual children's needs, to 
support children in making the best possible progress. Staff know the children and 
their families well. This enables them to support them with all aspects of their care 
and learning, including potty training, specific medical conditions, and support 
packages for children learning English as an additional language.

Children behave well. Older children help the younger children to learn. For 
example, when they see a younger child running in the playroom, they remind 
them to use 'walking feet' indoors. Staff model good behaviour and speak to the 
children in a nurturing way to enable them to build secure attachments.

Following the COVID-19 pandemic, staff recognised that some children needed 
additional support with their personal, social and emotional development and 
communication and language because of limited opportunities during the 
pandemic. They are working closely with parents and other professionals to help 
children develop these skills. Parents report that their children enjoy attending the 
setting. Managers use additional funding well to target support for children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The staff work well together as a team. They benefit from the strong leadership 
from the enthusiastic manager. She is very knowledgeable about child 
development, the early years foundation stage framework and the curiosity 
approach. In addition, she is proactive, trying different approaches. For 
example, all staff participated in developing their knowledge of the curiosity 
approach and are currently completing training on 'communication-friendly 
spaces'. This will help them in supporting children to learn new vocabulary and 
gain confidence in communication and language skills.

n Parents report that are pleased with the progress that their children are making. 
They talk about how their children are developing their confidence and have 
come on in 'leaps and bounds' because staff work hard to support them in their 
learning. Parents state that staff are good at communicating with them. They 
involve them in the progress report for children aged between two and three 
years to make sure it is an accurate reflection of their child's progress to date. 
Parents talk about the good settling-in procedures that enable staff to get to 
know their children quickly.

n Children have really good opportunities to learn about the community they live 
in. They have 'inter-generational care' sessions, where local residents from a 
care home visit and play with the children, read stories with them and sing 
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songs. In addition, staff make good use of parents' and families' skills and 
professions. For example, a retired dentist who was the grandmother of one of 
the children came and talked to the children about good oral health. The 
manager makes sure that children receive a toothbrush, toothpaste and 
information about good oral health every year.

n Staff know the children well and, overall, use this knowledge to support them in 
becoming confident and independent learners. However, staff do not 
consistently support children's emotional security to help them join in more with 
the activities.

n Staff feel valued and supported. They have regular appraisals, staff meetings 
and informal discussions to help make sure they are providing the best possible 
start for the children attending. Staff benefit from good training opportunities 
and use the information gained well to enhance children's learning.

n The playroom is particularly inviting to young children. There are lots of natural 
resources that the children would find in their homes to extend their learning. 
Staff make excellent use of the outside area to enhance children's learning. For 
example, children use the herbs they are growing to make pretend mint tea for 
the grown-ups. Staff have created a beach and a natural area where children 
can see insects and learn about their habitat.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have a good knowledge and understanding of their 
responsibility to safeguard children. There are effective procedures in place if they 
are concerned about a child's welfare. There are good recruitment and vetting 
procedures to ensure staff are suitable for their role and responsibilities. Staff 
complete regular risk assessments to ensure the environment is safe and well 
maintained. They support children in learning how to keep themselves safe while 
taking controlled risks.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make sure that staff are supporting children consistently with their emotional 
needs to enable them to access all aspects of the curriculum.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2636861

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10285022

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Peters, Victoria

Registered person unique 
reference number 2636860

Telephone number 07946343281

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Priory View Pre-School re-registered under new ownership in 2021. It operates 
from the hall at the Church of the Nazarene, in the Moordown area of 
Bournemouth. The pre-school is open during term time only, Monday to Friday, 
from 9am until 1pm. It receives funding to provide free early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. There are five members of staff. Of these, one 
holds qualified teacher status, two hold a qualification at level 3, and two hold a 
qualification at level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Sparey
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager and talked about the 
curriculum provided for the children.

n The manager and the inspector completed a joint observation and discussed the 
findings.

n The inspector spoke with parents to gather their views.
n The inspector scrutinised documentation, such as staff files.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times throughout the 

inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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